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had refused a proposal from her doctor, Bryan Donkin, but he was

lrrltatmgly perszstent in his suit of her. To make matters worse, despite her reservations about Karl Pearson and her

working on From Mar to Man and pubhshing 1UMErous allegones She also worked on an introduction to Mai’y
Wollstonecraft's A*iawdzcatmn of the RIghts of Women, S S B

e ST

Return to South Africa

e t to retm‘n to@“}lth Afrlca sailing back
to Cape Town in 1889. The returni home was unseftling Tor her — she felt extremely alienated from the people around

Given ifle sxtuatlon in England itis perhaps not surprlsmg ‘that Schremer chos
ekt

her, but at the same time experienced a great afﬁ ity for the land itself. In an attempt to reconnect with her

surroundings, she became increasingly involved if{locgl/politics and produced a series of articles on the land and

people around her, published posthumously as Thougts on South Africa. Through her work with local politics she

B,

fri ds with Emﬂaf Hobhouse and Ellzahgih Maiﬂa Molteno, influential women actmsts with similar

i

opinions on civil and women's nghts '

Her involvement with Cape politics led her into an association with Cecil John Rhodes, with whom she would soon

xwmm
become disillusioned and_about whom she would write her b1tterly satirical aﬂegory ‘Trooper Petér—Halket of

Mashonaland. This disillusionment began with his support of the "strop bill” that would allow black and coloured
servants to be flogged for relatively small offences.

Her opposition to the "strop bill" also brought her into contact with S/alﬁ:g } Cronwright, a politically active farmer.
They were of the same mind on the "Native Question" and on Rhodes, and Schreiner soon fell in love with him. During
a brief visit to England in 1893, she discussed with her friends the possibility of marrying him, although she was
concerned that she would find marriage restrictive. She put aside these doubts, however, and they were married in

1894, afte/'ch they settled at Cronwright's fa :

The next few years were difficult and unsettled ones for them. Schreiner's worsening health forced the couple to move
constantly, while her first and only child, a daughter, died within a day. This loss was worsened by the fact that all her
other pregnancies would end in miscarriages. However, she found solace in work, publishin@
@an the political sxtuatlon in 1896 and Trooper Peter Hualket of Mashonaland the next next year. Bo Both of these

7, and she expemMTBﬁ"g”@peBs of lonehness uiw3

isolated her from her family-an
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period of her hﬁ

s

as the champmns of the Republxcan cause I 1n the fce bf mev1tab1e war between Boer and Brmsh Scm%ﬁfga}

Question by an English South African in an attempt to open the Enghsh public's eyes to the reality of the situation.

That was equally unsuccessful, but Schreiner was undaunted. Throughout the war, she continued to defend Boer
interests and argue for peace, .as did her brother William Phlllp Schreiner, even ;homwﬁermg PhYS‘CBHY
and pgygholqglcally and all her efforts only met “with 1 ndzcul&jg As a means of distraction, she.began ¥2 e

book” she had started i Enszland 1nt0 Woman and 1 Labbur, which is the best expression of her character:tstlc concerns
o S

.spcialism and gender equality. Drwen by her prophetic vision of a non-racist, non-sexist South Africa, during the

Boer }Vgi‘ Schreiner lived in the tiny hamlet of Hanover, virtually a British army camp.

https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_Schreiner

Page 5 of 8



