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/)(read widely and began writing seriously. She started Undine at
g po s e
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) It is obvious that she felt attx;acted to the towerlng and-qe\n possibly hypnotic personality of Gau, like
/ that of Undine [to theftharacter] Blair, and mistook the physma] attraction for love ... [writing about
this] "I was once partly in love when I was barely 15, anq,have never had the smallest return of that

feeling though 1 have: always desired it ..."(Schoeman, 23’6 1989)

)( However, her. bmthers ﬁnanmal 51tuatlon soor_l deter_‘:orqted as dlamonds became mcreaemgly difflcylt to find. Olive
~had no (ﬁi’om transwnt lifestyle, movmgm{;éflous households and towns, until shg returﬁ.ed

_ bneﬂy tﬁ'ﬁér parents in 1874 "It was there that she had the first of the asthma attacks that would plague her for the
“" rest of her life. Since her pareuts were no more financially secure than before and because of her ill-health,

+ ofZEdto resurme working 10 Support thay.

|~ Over the next few years, she accepted the position of governess at a number of farms, m@y the Fouchés, who
provided inspiration for certain aspects of The Story of an African Farm, which she published under the pseudonym
"Ralph Iron", as well as a small collection of stories and allegories called Dream Life and Real Life.

England and Europe

" -Howeyer, Olive's real ambitions did not lie in the directiog_oﬁ_vgjﬁng. She had always wanted to be a doctor, but had

never had enough money to pay for the training. Undaunted, she decided that she would be a nurse as that did not

require her to pay anything. By 1880, she had saved enough money for an overseas trip, and she applied to the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh in Seﬁoﬂg@dﬂ& she erampton it England. Once there; she-was-neverto

f realise hev@aﬂ)f becommg a medical pr“alt_:‘gl:l-mr, as.her ill-health prevented her from comprtmg any form of
training or studying. She was forced to concede that writing would and could be her only work in life.

}/ Despite mat,@@ and set out to do with her pen what she could not with pills.
Her Story of an African Farm was acclaimed for the manner in which it tackled the issues of its day, ranging from
/" agnosticism to the treatment of women. It was also the cause of one of her m i long-lasti
s ﬁiﬁsﬁtps as the renowned wrote to her about her novel. Their relationship soon developed
beyond intellectual debate to a genuine source of support for Schreiner.

She finally met Ellis in 1884 when she went with him to a meeting of the
Progressive Organisation, a group for freethinkers to discuss political and

philosophical views. This was one of a number of radical discussion
groups to which she was to belong and which brought her into contact
with many important socialists of the time. Another friendship that would
prove to be influential was with Edward Carpenter, the founder Socialist
and gay rights activist, which, as Stephen Gray shows, remains hardly
explored.[4] In addition to the Progressive Organisation she also
Men and Women's Club, where she was insistent on the crltlcal
importance of woman's equality and the need to consider men as well as

Olive Schreiner in 1889 at Menton, women when looking at gender relationships.
France
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